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One American’s Vote for Iraqi”Deinﬂcracyl

By JosEPH HAWANIR

& an Ikagi Aimed

can ving m the

United States

sice [ was 3§, I

never  Bhought 1
Wil have A clancse Lo wile in
wn Drncgi election,

My MfEther, & Jowish physi-
cpan with roots in EE[.‘J!.'HM that
exlend back to bibbesl cimes,
never wated Ly his homs mun
by, My mather, a Syrian whe
maed Lo Ireg with ber bus
hwnd, nover voted there eicher.
Mepw Lhe Indepeacient. Electoral
f.:'EII'HJ'I'IJSSIlJﬂ'EIT“'H.Q hag made i
possibe OF e Ly exerdize Lhis
bsie rightl. 1was driven by -
Ol Aarnd Oy

There were suppessd to b
fve pallingr centers for Iredgl
Armericans lving in e weslem
Limited Seaces, But in the end
thaie was just ane, El Taso hMa-
rine Hase in Ornnge County e
Iragi American volers lad o
wppear in persan between Jan
17 and today with teso foens of
[, ane ul which proved s were
marm in [rag bwelare 1567

[ presented & passport and a
drivers Deenss ared, in torn, 1
WaS awarded reglstration re-
ceipl Mo, BLBIESIE raughly the
size ol o valet pATEIE receLpt,
whbch st take back whan |l
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A NEW RIGHT: The ol s sfer regrislroalion slip.

rerurm Bl CToro this seskend
Lo vole 1 alss gob & sample bial-
g, entirely 0 Arebie, Wes any
Lianalation v ailabde?

"The badlol here o idenbioal
L Ui Ballol in Dragg,” one adtleil
explained. Another supgested
helpfulty: “Why don't you go
miosgue and gsk then to Lrans-
Eade Qe fiar you ™"

Instead. 1 found Fusd HKilkw,
71, an eleclion volundeer fom

CGlendale, Winere om the allot, T
wshed, was  Lhe Amerocan
hecked condidate for prime
minister, Ivad Allawi? Allawi's
rmams, he repled, 5 Mo, S50
And Wi among the more than
LM armes G the Ballol wers
the  other Amendan-backed
candidates? Mot even K,
wiur is fuent in Arabie, s
LN,
Th:lugh-:_rﬂ'lr'm'lsfl.rm:mum
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bered megistrants, an almost
tangible ghddiness  perended
the profess. “This 13 the mosl
wanted days m omy life,” said
Eillu. whn left Irag in 1553,

[ have always had to meach,
to rationalize pride in my home-
land. Ilere, G the very first
time, It feldt- 11,

Clawuldd ig st ?

Benind one of the 17 regis-
iration tables where polling of-
Tielals idly sat, A ool
prster read, “The Futune of Irag
his a wobte: wour wooe!™ But I
couldn't help thinking ebouwt
the Amerdcan soldiers — and
Iraqe clilzens — wio are dying
every day allegedly to make this
clrction possible. I I could “re-
fund™ my balol and somehow
el btk the Hves lost, the trea-
suTe spent, the citbes biosm up,
the biood apilked, Twouwld do so.

Huall, [ haee registensd, and [
will wobe, even if 1 don'ts under-
staan] e balkot, T do it Goe By
uarents, and Il do it beemase
can: The gimiple act of wotlng
maay be my way of helping oy
former homeland wesard de-
TEOCERCY.
Jogepk Hamm I writing &
bosk aboul a Stevakian mer-
rhon! who sy more e
4700 Jeted from e Holeocouar
b sdangg dlem oack off Eerome




